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Abstract 

        This study aims to explore the coverage of Al-Ghad Jordanian daily newspaper of the Danish cartoons affairs that was published in February 1ST 2006. The researchers used the content analysis method as a tool to conduct the study through monitoring and analysing the news stories which were published by Al-Ghad daily newspaper in the period from 1-10 February 2006.      

        The study reveals that Al-Ghad newspaper published (99) news stories regarding the Danish cartoons using all journalistic patterns. Its coverage depended on international sources (global news agencies, global news networks), newspapers sources (reporters and correspondents in Jordan and in other countries), national sources (the Jordanian news agency), and lastly on Arabic and Islamic sources (Arab news agencies).
        The study reveals that news coverage of Al-Ghad newspaper for the Danish cartoons affairs did not contribute to the mobilization of the Jordanian audience against the publication of the Danish cartoons; while the news, opinions and comments written by the newspaper’s editors were balanced and called for dialogue in order to solve the problems. 
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الملخص
        تهدف هذه الدراسة إلى التعرف إلى تغطية الصحافة اليومية الأردنية لقضية نشر الرسوم المسيئة للرسول ( أو ما يعرف بـ"Danish Cartoons"  التي نشرت في الأول من شباط  2006م، واستخدام الباحثان أسلوب تحليل المضمون كأداة لتنفيذ  هذه الدراسة  من خلال رصد وتحليل القصص الإخبارية التي نشرتها صحيفة الغد اليومية الأردنية حول هذه الرسوم خلال الفترة من 1-10 شباط2006عبر موقعها الإلكتروني.
        وأظهرت نتائج الدراسة أن الصحيفة نشرت (99) مادة حول هذه الرسوم مستخدمة كافة القوالب  الصحفية، كما أن الصحيفة اعتمدت في تغطيتها لهذه القضية على المصادر العالمية  بالدرجة الأولى مثل وكالات الأنباء العالمية والشبكات الإخبارية العالمية ومن ثم على مصادرها الذاتية من مندوبين ومحررين 
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وكتاب أعمدة، ومن ثم اعتمدت على المصادر العربية كوكالات الأنباء العربية والصحافة العربية.
        وأشارت نتائج الدراسة إلى أن تغطية الصحيفة لقضية نشر الرسوم المسيئة للرسول كانت تغطية متوازنة وعقلانية ولم تنشر الصحيفة المواد التي تدعو إلى إذكاء روح العنف والحقد والكراهية  وإنما كانت تدعو إلى ضرورة الحوار لحل هذه القضية مؤكدة على القيم الإسلامية التي تدعوا إلى التسامح وحوار الأديان.

الكلمات المفتاحية: الرسوم المسيئة للرسول (، التغطية الإخبارية، وسائل الإعلام الإخبارية.
Introduction:


On September 30, 2005, Denmark’s largest newspaper, Jyllands-Posten published a dozen satirical drawings depicting the Muslim Prophet Mohammed. The newspaper regarded this act a way of spurring debate about self-censorship in the media at a time when freedom of expression seemed threatened (Berkowitz and Eko 2007). The newspaper decided to publish a series of cartoons depicting Prophet Mohammed in avariety of representations. However, Islamic tradition bars any depiction of the prophet to prevent idolatry and explicitly prohibits images of Allah, Mohammed and all the major prophets of the Christian and Jewish traditions (Triandafyllidou, 2009). 

 On February 1ST 2006 a number of European newspapers re-published the images with a view of asserting their belief in the (absolute) freedom of the press. The decision sparked angry protests around the Muslim world (Triandafyllidou 2009). The anger of Muslims was so strong; Muslims attacked European organizations and embassies and boycotted the Danish and European products. Some observers indicated the reason for the angry reactions to the news coverage of the event by Arabic and Islamic media. On other hand, some observers considered the event a contribution in promoting the clash of civilizations because the cartoons depicted Islam as the enemy of Western civilization (Hussain, 2007).


The majority of the Muhammad cartoons depict the prophet in an unpleasant, threatening way. In most of them, Prophet Muhammad is depicted with aggressive looks, a dark and wild beard as well as thick eyebrows. Many of the cartoons are drawn as cutouts without any setting or background. The head cutouts have a strong impact since they draw attention directly to the face. When prophet Muhammad is shown in front of a backdrop, he is depicted either as a heavenly creature, standing on clouds, as a pauper in the desert, or as an oriental sultan in a palace. The dominant colours are black, white, and green, the latter being considered the colour symbolizing Islam (Muller et. al., 2009). 


This paper aims to describe how Al-Ghad Jordanian newspaper covered the publication of the Danish cartoons in several European newspapers. The researcher conducted quantitative content analysis for all news articles that were published in Al-Ghad newspaper between the 1st and up to the 10th of February 2006.

Literature review:
The literature review submitted a brief idea about the studies which discussed international and Islamic reactions on publication of the Danish cartoons and the international news coverage of the event. 

Islamic Reactions:

Some Islamic reactions on publication of the Danish cartoons were in the form of peaceful demonstrations whereas others were non-peaceful. In addition, Muslims decided to boycott all products of the countries which allowed publishing the cartoons and demanded respect for religions. Cass (2006) following the publication of the cartoons on 30 September 2005, claims a group of Danish Imams approached the Danish courts but were advised that there were no legal grounds for seeking redress. Subsequently, the imams travelled to the Middle East, taking with them a pamphlet in which they reproduced the newspaper cartoons. Eleven ambassadors of Islamic countries tried to meet the Prime Minister of Danish Government Fogh Rasmussen, but he refused to meet them. Hervik (2006) confirmed that the Prime Minister committed a blunder by refusing to meet with eleven ambassadors representing half a billion Muslim people. He was unable to have a dialogue with the Danish government, so the ambassadors turned to their governments in the Middle East, while Islamic individuals and groups went to the same countries to talk about the cartoons.

On other hand, editors and artists in several European Newspapers received a number of angry letters and death threats. In addition, a series of events took place (there were diplomatic sanctions with Libya and Saudi Arabia recalling their diplomats from Copenhagen and a boycott of Danish goods) and the dispute attracted international coverage (Triandafyllidou, 2009). The publication of the cartoons in the European newspaper sparked angry protests around the Muslim world and demonstrations turned to violence in Syria, Lebanon and Indonesia where the Danish embassies were destroyed by mobs. There were also protests in Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran as well as in Britain. Cass (2006) pointed out that anger in the Muslim world has been expressed in violent demonstrations, attacks on Danish embassies and boycotts of Danish goods. In many cases the rioting has been used as a cover for attacks on the United States, its allies and local governments. This has been especially true in Pakistan, Iraq and Afghanistan.

According to Berkowitz and Eko (2007) members of fifty-seven countries of the Islamic Conference Organization submitted a draft resolution to the United Nations that would have declared the defamation of religions and prophets incompatible with the right of free expression. The Le Monde newspaper saw it as an attempt to diminish the geography of freedom and asked: ‘‘how many of these countries respect freedom of expression? How many journalists are imprisoned in these countries? What is the value of human rights to Western countries represented at the United Nations?”.

The News Coverage: 

The news coverage process is simply defined as information printed by newspaper, broadcast by television and radio stations, or produced by internet –based media to keep audiences abreast of timely events and developments. The process of news is a distinctive category of mass media content (Stoval, 1998). 
In sum and generally speaking, news coverage may be defined as the concise, accurate report of an event. It is the report of an event development, or opinion that reporters and editors acting as agents for the public, believe will interest some or a great many of those who receive it (Shalabieh, 2014).

News Media and the Danish Cartoons:

 The publication of the Danish cartoons was an important subject for news media with its different types as print press, satellite news networks, electronic press and others. The international news media devoted a wide coverage for the event. The Islamic and Arab news media covered the event and expressed the anger for the publication of the Danish cartoons. Some observers regarded the news coverage to have contributed in transporting the crisis across the wide world.
Cherribi (2007) examined Al-Jazeera's approach in reporting the controversial Danish cartoons in 2006, and how these controversies surfaced on the news and were developed by the channel's leading political and religious commentators in news and current affairs programs. Three months after the cartoons of the Prophet appeared in a Danish newspaper, he explained that there were no signs of massive protest in the Arab street. But once Al-Jazeera started to actively report on this issue, it became a movement that went beyond the Arab street to enrage the entire Muslim world. He confirmed that Al-Jazeera's coverage drove media frenzy against Denmark and put the cartoons controversy high on the public agenda, arousing the Arab street and promoting the boycott of Danish products in many countries around the world. It then became the most important issue on the agenda for discussion at meetings of the Arab League and at the Conference of the Islamic States.
Oleson (2007 cited in Muller et. al., 2009) confirmed that the two Arab television channels Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya played a pivotal role in the diffusion of the conflict in the world through their news coverage of the publication of the cartoons. According to Cass (2007), the UAE press devoted many pages to the controversy, with daily reports in the early stages of violent and fatal clashes in Pakistan and elsewhere. However, it also carried calls from UAE officials for such demonstrations to end, saying they were counter-productive. The Gulf News went so far as to carry an article from the editor of the Jyllands-Posten explaining his newspaper’s position. This was heralded as being a debate on the issue, but the next day the letters page was devoted entirely to letters attacking the Danes. Exum (2007) explained overall, while the Pan-Arab media might have approached the cartoon story enthusiastically for personal, journalistic, and commercial reasons, it’s unreasonable to hold them responsible for any of the violence that struck the Arab world from Gaza to Baghdad. Stromback et. al (2008), when they studied framing the Mohammad cartoons issue in Swedish and U.S. press indicated that the freedom of speech frame was common using in the New York Times and Dagens Nyheter Newspapers in framing the publication of cartoons of the Muslim prophet Mohammad in a Danish newspaper in September 2005.

The sample of study: Al-Ghad Jordanian Newspaper: 
Al-Ghad is an independent Arabic daily national newspaper, founded in 2003, issued and published in Jordan, and headquartered in Amman. The newspaper is organized into five sections: Al-Ghad Al-Urduni: for local news of Jordan, Arabs and the World: covers international and regional news, Altahaddi for sports news, Markets and Money: covers world economic and business news, Hyatuna: this section covers different news related to health and environment (www.alghad.jo).

      The two researchers selected Al-Ghad Newspaper as the sample of the study because of its independence and high distribution in Jordan.
The Goal of the Study:

Following the publication of the Danish cartoons insulting the prophet Mohammad in all European newspapers, the coverage of the cartoons played an important role in shaping the public opinion in the Arab world towards Western countries. 
This study aims to explore the coverage of Al-Ghad Jordanian newspaper of the Danish cartoons issue using content analysis of the news stories published by Al-Ghad Newspaper’s website through the period from the 1st to the 10th of February 2006.

The objectives of study: 

This study aims to identify:

· The average of news stories that were published in Al-Ghad newspaper.

· The journalistic forms used in reporting the publication of the Danish cartoons by Al-Ghad newspaper. 

· The sources which Al-Ghad newspaper depended on to report the publication of the Danish cartoons.

· The attitudes of news articles that were published in Al-Ghad newspaper.

· The topics of news articles that were published in Al-Ghad newspaper.

Method:

The quantitative content analysis is used to describe a specific analytical method, is used as research technique for the objective, systematic and quantitative description of the manifest of communication. Because content analysis is a method that aims to produce a big picture (deleting trends, patterns and absences overlarge aggregates of text), it is used to dealing with ‘message’ of the mass media (Deacon et. al., 2007). This paper relied on content analyses of Al-Ghad newspaper; the researchers relied on collecting the whole contents related to the subject of study in Al-Ghad newspaper through the electronic archive of the newspaper on its website. They used this method to answer the main research question of study; how did Al-Ghad newspaper cover the publication of the Danish cartoons? The study is based on the analyses of the content of all news articles in terms of journalistic patterns, prominence and placement, as well as the trend of content in the news articles and of their sources.

The unit of analysis:

The unit of analysis in this study is the subject of the Danish cartoons affairs in the news articles which were published in Al-Ghad newspaper. The researchers adopted five analytical categories; they are journalistic patterns, sources, trends of news content, topics of news content, placement and prominence of news articles. The researchers designed coding sheet and coded the analytical categories as following:
· The journalistic patterns: To known what are the journalistic patterns which were used in the news coverage of the Danish cartoons in Al-Ghad newspaper, the journalistic patterns were coded. The journalistic pattern coding was based on four categories: a) news report b) news analysis c) opinion d) comment.

· Prominence: To test the terms of prominence, the prominence and placement of the event in Al-Ghad newspaper were coded. The placement and prominence coding was based on three categories: a) homepage, which is considered to be the most important news item, b) inside page, which is the next most important story, c) last page, which is considered to be the most important news item.
· Sources: To test using the sources of information in reporting the Danish cartoons by Al-Ghad newspaper, the sources of news stories were coded. The sources coding was based on four categories: a) national sources as Jordanian news agency, Jordanian newspapers and other Jordanian media, b) Arab and Islamic media sources as Arab News Agency, Arab newspapers, Arab satellite news channels c) international resources as international agencies and networks d) Al-Ghad’s sources (the sources of newspaper).  

· Attitudes: To examine the attitudes of the news content that were published in Al-Ghad newspaper about the Danish cartoons, the trends were coded. The trend coding was based on four categories a) Neutral b) Balanced c) Not Supported d) Supported.

· Topic of news article: to know the topics of news articles which were published in Al-Ghad newspaper, the topics were coded; the topic coding was based on seven categories a) The reactions of Islamic governments b) The reactions of international governments c) The reactions of Islamic people d) The reaction of Jordanian people e) The reactions of the Jordanian government. f) The reactions of European newspapers g) Other topics.

Agenda Setting Theory:

This study relies on the agenda setting theory which can be examined on two levels: the agenda of objects/ issues and the agenda of attributes. McCombs and Shaw posit that “issue salience” transfer is the main objective of first level agenda setting studies. The “issue” refers to the object on which the attention of the media and the public are focused (McCombs, 2004 cited in Bashri, 2008). Such issues or objects may include public issues, political candidates, public institutions or competing brands of goods (Ghanem 1996 cited in Bashri, 2008). The research focuses on second level agenda setting that is the transfer of “attribute” salience from media to the public. Kisousis (2004 cited in Bashri, 2008) and McCombs (1992 cited in Bashri, 2008) have defined attributes as “characteristics and traits that fill out the picture of each object”. When it comes to media messages, attributes are also referred to as a “set of perspectives or frames that journalists and the public employ to think about each object” (Ghanem, 1996, p.17 cited in Bashri, 2008).

Hence, the first level, the agenda of objects, is related to the transfer of salience issues from the media to the public and thus focuses on what the public thinks about. The second level deals with the specific attributes of an issue and how media coverage influences how the public thinks about a particular issue. Agenda-setting has evolved from a focus on media effects on the public’s perception of the most important issues of the day to a theory elaborating a hierarchy of communication effects. Its core is three levels of agenda-setting. The initial two levels were introduced during the first decade of research. Level three is recent. Evidence from the initial studies on this expanded view of agenda setting supports the Network Agenda Setting Model. This theoretical model asserts that the news media can bundle sets of objects or attributes and make these bundles of elements salient in the public mind simultaneously (Guo et. al 2012).

Finding and Discussion
Table (1): The journalistic forms used to report the Danish cartoons by Al-Ghad Newspaper
	Journalistic  Forms 
	Frequency 
	Percent

	News 
	86
	91.5%

	Report
	2
	2.1%

	Essay 
	3
	3.2%

	Comment 
	3
	3.2%

	Total 
	94
	100%


Table (1) showed that Al-Ghad newspaper published through the period from 1st -10th of February 2006 (94) news articles about the Danish cartoons affairs. This number of news articles confirms the prominence of the event and its effect upon Islamic countries in that period because it is related to religious symbols for Muslims. Most of the journalistic patterns used to report the event were news stories, and the newspaper published (86) news stories which were (91.5%) of the total of news articles, and (2) news reports which were (2.1 %) of the total of news articles. While the newspaper published (6) news articles in other forms (Essay, comment) and were (6.4%) of the total of news articles. The average of news articles which were published in the newspaper per day was around (9) news articles. This result reveals that Al-Ghad newspaper devoted a wide space to cover the event.

Table (2): The prominence and placement of news articles about the Danish cartoons in Al-Ghad Newspaper

	Prominence and Placement
	Frequency 
	Percent

	Homepage 
	20
	21.2%

	Inside Pages 
	58
	61.7%

	Last Page 
	16
	17.1%

	Total 
	94
	100%


         Table (2) showed that the news articles which were published in Al-Ghad newspapers about the Danish cartoons occupied an important place and privet prominence in the newspaper as the sites of the news articles which were occupied in the pages of the newspaper confirm that the event was important and has received public attention in the Islamic world; in fact, (21.2%) of the total of news articles were on the homepage of the newspaper and the number of articles was (20), and (61.7%) of the total of news articles were published in the inside pages of the newspaper and the number of articles was (43). In addition, (17.1%) of the total of news articles were published on the last page of the newspaper and the number of articles was (16). These results confirmed that the news coverage of Al-Ghad newspaper of the Danish cartoons was very important and the event was the top news event in this period. Because the newspaper is issued and published in an Islamic country and the event was very important, Al-Ghad tried in its coverage to provide its readers with details of the event.

Table (3): The sources that were used in reporting the Danish cartoons affairs by Al-Ghad Newspaper
	Sources 
	Frequency 
	Percent

	National
	10
	10.6%

	Arabic and Islamic
	8
	8.5%

	International
	42
	44.7%

	Al-Ghad Newspaper
	34
	36.2%

	Total
	94
	100%


The newspaper used different sources in reporting the event and this is evidence that the event received attention of international news agencies and networks. According to table (3) the results showed that Al-Ghad newspaper depended on international sources to cover the Danish cartoons affairs as (44.7%) of the sources for the news articles were international.

(36.2%) of the total of news articles depended on Al-Ghad sources and the number of articles was (34). The newspaper depended on the national sources in reporting the event by (10.6%) of the total of news articles and the number of articles was (10). The Arabic and Islamic sources that were used by the newspaper were (8.5%) of the total of news articles, and the number of articles was (8). This means that the event was important on the global arena and international news organizations were interested in its coverage. The newspaper depended on its sources and on international sources.

Table (4): The attitudes of news articles that were published about the Danish cartoons by Al-Ghad Newspaper

	Attitudes of News Articles
	Frequency 
	Percent

	Natural
	3
	3.2%

	Balanced
	26
	27.6%

	Not Supported
	56
	59.6%

	Supported
	9
	9.6%

	Total
	94
	100%


The attitudes of most articles which were published in the newspaper expressed the opinions of Islamic and Jordanian people since the first day of the publication of the cartoons. The attitudes in most news articles did not support the publication of the cartoons as (59.6%) of the total of news articles did not support the publication and the number of articles expressing the angry reactions of Islamic and Arabic people was (56). The news articles which had balanced attitudes were (27.6%) of the total of news articles and the number of articles which expressed the reactions of international and Islamic governments was (26). The news articles whose attitude supported the publication were (9.6%) of the total of news articles and the number of articles that expressed on the reactions of European newspapers was (9), while (3.2%) of the total of news stories had natural attitude and the number of articles was (3).

Table (5): The topics of news articles published by Al-Ghad Newspaper
	The Topic 
	Frequency 
	Percent 

	The reactions of Islamic and Arabic  governments
	10
	10.6%

	The reactions of international governments
	9
	9.6%

	The reactions of Islamic people
	25
	26.6%

	The reaction of Jordanian people 
	23
	24.4%

	The reactions of the Jordanian government 
	15
	16 %

	 The reactions of European Newspapers
	9
	9.6%

	Other topics
	3
	3.2%

	Total 
	94
	100%


Table (5) showed that the topics of the news articles published in the newspaper. The topics in most of news articles were the reactions of Islamic people in the wide world; the percent of news articles was (26.6. %) of the total of articles and the number of articles was (25), whereas the topics in (24.4%) of the total of news articles were the reactions of Jordanian people and the number of articles was (23). The news articles which were related to the reactions of Islamic and Arabic governments were (10.6%) of the total of articles and the number of articles was (10). In addition, the news articles which reported the reactions of international governments were (9.6%) of the total of news articles and the number of articles were (9) stories. However, (9.6%) of the news articles reported the reactions of European newspapers and the number of articles were (9), whereas (3.2%) of the total of news articles reported others topics as the reaction of European journalists and the number of articles was (3).

Most news articles analyzed by the researchers were demonstrations, protests and acts of violence by Muslims and Arabs in various countries against the European organizations and institutes in the Middle East, in addition to calling for economic boycott. As the news articles included the reactions of Islamic and Arabic governments which called for restraint, dealing rationally with this event and demanding from the international governments and organizations to enact laws for respecting religions, whereas the news articles that supported the publication of the cartoons were opinions of the Danish and European journalists according to the freedom of press. The news coverage of Al-Ghad newspaper for event reflected the Islamic and Arabic reactions worldwide and the Jordanian reaction on the official and unofficial sides.The news coverage was balanced and did not cause any crises in Jordan, and all news articles did not express the opinion of the newspaper, but focused only on Islamic, Arabic and Jordanian public opinion which was so angry from the publication of the Danish cartoons. Even the news opinions and comments in the newspaper were limited and called for dialogue and peaceful objection. Also, there is an important issue; the religious symbols are sensitive topics for Muslims who are not allowed to discuss or experience exposure to the religious symbols in any way, so the Islamic reactions were so angry in most countries and some news media played a role in supporting violence, but the big effect of Arab news coverage was through the Arab satellite news channels. 

Conclusion:

            The newspaper is a sample of Jordanian newspapers which covered the event and was so interested in this event. Al-Ghad’s coverage depended on international sources (global news agencies, global news networks), on newspaper’s sources (reporters and correspondents in Jordan and in other countries), on national sources (Jordanian news agency), and lastly on Arabic and Islamic sources (Arab news agencies). The news coverage of the newspaper did not contribute to the mobilization of the Jordanian audience against the publication of the Danish cartoons while the news opinions and comments that were written by the newspaper’s editors were balanced and called for dialogue in order to solve the problem. The Publication of the Danish cartoons threatened the international security and peace, because Arabs and Muslims worldwide felt that the Danish cartoons aimed to mock Prophet Mohammad and them, and the reactions of Arabs and Muslims were strong, and the Danish cartoons threatened the life of some western people in Islamic and Arab countries and they were close to dying.

           In the end, we must indicate that understanding the concept of press freedom is different for peoples in the world because there is no press freedom in Islamic and Arabic countries while in western countries press freedom is a right for peoples. We have to support the freedom of press because it is the only way to protect the rights of humans. On other hand, the freedom of press does not mean making fun of other religions and their symbols. We have to employ the freedom of press in order to achieve peace and security in the world and religious tolerance. The attitudes in most news articles which were published in Al-Ghad newspaper were not supported the publication  of the cartoons and the newspaper called to achieve religious tolerance in the world.
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